
A r t  + D rama + Fiest a = Carnival!   

Fran• oise Hayden and Christel Greiner 

Week  1  

Location 
CFS 
 
Costs 
None 

Brief Description of  Course 
Get Ready to Party!! We’ll be exploring the mystical ways of the Aztecs and the lively celebrations of 
Carnival!  During this week we’ll be re-creating old Aztec legends of Animal Gods using paper 
mache masks, costumes, and music.   We’ll be sharing our legends with lower school classes 
Mountain and Forest and ending the week with a great fiesta for Middle School…Carnival!   
 
By the End of  This Class You Wi l l  Know. . . 

• Aztec Animal Folklore and Legends 
• Latino Food and Music 
• Paper Mache Animal Masks 
• Some Spanish language terms related to the week’s activities 

 
Activi ties During the Week 
During this five-day Exploratorium we will study Aztec legends, re-enact their Animal myths, 
perform for three audiences, cook up some Latino food, enjoy lively music, create drums, masks, and 
costumes for a final parade.  Get ready to transform into a colorful world of Animal Gods and Aztec 
Sprits.  This class will also give you more exposure to the Latino culture, including language and 
customs.  
 
Before You Sign Up, Mak e Sure You KnowÉ  
Please bring a lively imagination and a colorful spirit.   
 

 
 
Chil ls &  T hr il ls 

Matth ew Ross 

Week  1  

Location 
CFS & Busch Gardens 
 
Costs 
$75 

Brief Description of  Course 
Do you love roller coasters?  Have a strong stomach?  Enjoy hours in a car on a road trip?  Then this 
is for you!!  Join a group of excited and passionate adults who are fascinated by the thrill of (and 
science behind) roller coasters. 
 
By the End of  This Class You Wi l l  Know. . . 

• The physics and forces behind what makes roller coasters tick and what makes them so 
appealing to people 

 
Activi ties During the Week 
The first three days of this five-day Exploratorium will be spent at school learning the math, science 
and mythology of roller coasters including physics experiments and the sharing of stories.  The latter 
part of the week will be spent traveling to Busch Gardens Williamsburg to experience and study 
further many of the concepts learned at the beginning of the week.  We will camp at least one night 
and depending on the BG schedule, two nights near Williamsburg. We will arrive back at school 
around 3p on Friday. 
 
Before You Sign Up, Mak e Sure You KnowÉ  



We will be doing some head-y science and math during our days at school, there will be homework, 
we will overnight at least one night and it will be camping, we will have a prescribed program at 
Busch Gardens, and you will ride roller coasters. 
 
Co lonial H ist o ry  o f  T idewat er  Vir ginia 

Jim Henderson 

Week  1 

Location 
CFS, Virginia, North Carolina 
 
Costs 
$125/student 

Brief Description of  Course 
2007 marks the 400th anniversary of the first, continuous European settlement in North America.  That 
settlement was Jamestown, of course, and we will visit it.  We will also visit Colonial Williamsburg, 
then Old Salem, and end the week with a guided walking tour of historic sites in our own 
Hillsborough.  This Exploratorium adventure will bring colonial history alive and help us all learn 
firsthand how America used to be, and came to be. 
 
By the End of  This Class You Wi l l  Know. . . 

• What brought the first Europeans and Africans to America  
• How settlers made their way in the New World: what they ate, wore, dressed, and made 
• What part religious beliefs, political ideals, and economic realities played in shaping early 

settlements 
• How the newcomers dealt with the native people already here 
• How we are like those first settlers, and how we are different from them  

 
Activi ties During the Week 
We will begin this five-day Exploratorium as most of the first settlers did: by doing research.  We will 
get to use more modern tools to learn what to expect, though, including books, websites, and videos.  
Students will create a character through whose eyes they will observe each place we will visit: 
Jamestown on Tuesday, Williamsburg on Wednesday, Old Salem on Thursday, and Hillsborough on 
Friday.  MS parent Terri Koch will accompany us on our overnight trip to Virginia. 
 
Before You Sign Up, Mak e Sure You KnowÉ  

• There will be lots of riding in a big bus and an overnight at a motel in Virginia—but what an 
opportunity to see history firsthand.  Bring all your curiosity and your best behavior as you 
represent CFS!  

• This class is open to 3rd and 4th year students only.   
• Scholarship monies are available. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Comic D esign 

Jamie Char les 

Week  1  

Location 
CFS 
 
Costs 
None 

Brief Description of  Course 
In this class you will learn about the art of creating comics and will have the opportunity to practice 
through several drawing assignments. You may also be able to work on making your very own comic 
book.  You will also spend time learning and studying famous comic artists and their different styles 
as you develop your own comic design style. 
 
By the End of  This Class You Wi l l  Know. . . 

• The definition of sequential art. 
• How to design and plan your own short comic. 
• The experience of practicing a drawing before creating your final piece of work. 

 
Activi ties During the Week 
Making your own sequential art. We will work on our drawing skills and some inking and coloring. 
We will be the director of our story, making sure to use the best “camera angle” for the comic panel. 
 
Before You Sign Up, Mak e Sure You KnowÉ  
. . .that you should bring your love for drawing and creative energy.  Be prepared to be invested the 
whole time. 
 

 
 
ÒGood- Night - Run- A way- B unny- MoonÓ: 

Creat ing A n E ar ly  Schoo l Mini- Musical 

Nat al ie Gilber t  

Week  1  

Location 
CFS, Early Schools 
 
Costs 
None 

Brief Description of  Course 
The two children’s classics, Runaway Bunny and Goodnight Moon,will be inspiration for creating a 
mini-musical theatre-dance performance for early schoolers.  We will write songs, make costumes 
and props, and design movements and create a theatre piece of each of these stories that we will then 
perform for all three early schools on Friday.  
 
By the End of  This Class You Wi l l  Know. . . 

• How to write and produce and perform a small play from a children’s book that is appropriate 
for early school children.    

• How to create songs and movement from a text.   
• How much fun it is to do all of the above! 

 
Activi ties During the Week 
During this five day Exploratorium four days will be spent creating songs, theatre action and text as 
well as costumes and props for a performance of Goodnight Moon and the Runaway Bunny.  We will 



rehearse and then perform on Friday at all three early schools as well as on Friday afternoon to other 
members of the CFS community and middle school. 
 
Before You Sign Up, Mak e Sure You KnowÉ  
You do NOT have to audition to be in this show!  But you must be a kid at heart!  All levels of talent 
and interest are welcome and invited!  If you play an instrument or sing, that will be great, but it is 
NOT a requirement!  All you need is a sense of wonder and a love of these stories.   
In t he K it chen 

Leon Ikenberry & Betsy Bertram 

Week  1  

Location 
CFS 
 
Costs 
Will vary depending on menus chosen 

Brief Description of  Course 
We cook a wide variety of foods each day determined by the interests of the students. 
 
By the End of  This Class You Wi l l  Know. . . 

• Some basics of cooking that you maybe didn’t already know 
• How to read and follow directions!!! 
• Measurements and CLEANING!!! 

 
Activi ties During the Week 
On the first day of class we will all cook various different recipe’s of Leon’s choosing.  On that day we 
will also plan for what individual groups will cook for the rest of the week.  A field trip is always 
possible though not planned at this moment.  We will also watch a few episodes of various cooking 
programs from the Iron Chef to Good Eats.  We often have a student Iron Chef battle of some form on 
our last day of cooking. 
 
Before You Sign Up, Mak e Sure You KnowÉ  
Realize that lunch for the week could be prepared by themselves……YUM.   Cost will vary 
depending on menu chosen.  Kids will need to bring in special supplies for what they plan to 
prepare.  The basics should be provided. 
 

 
Law &  O rder  

Mig Littl e Hayes & Rachel Anderson 

Week  1  

Location 
CFS and local field trips 
 
Costs 
$10 for one meal out 

Brief Description of  Course 
We will be learning about the law enforcement system, especially as it applies to teens. We will 
consider questions such as: What would happen if I was arrested as a minor? What are my rights as a 
minor? Should juveniles be tried as adults for serious crimes? How exactly does the court system 
work? This class will give you a close-up view of the law enforcement and court system in Durham. 
 
By the End of  This Class You Wi l l  Know. . . 

• A lot more about the judicial system and Durham’s court system in particular.  
• Your legal rights as a minor, what a jail cell block looks like, how young you can be to be tried 

as adult, and what a day in the life of a Superior Court and District court judge is like.  
• Much more! 

 
Activi ties During the Week 
We will be visiting Durham Superior Court, the Durham County Jail, the Magistrate’s office, and 
other court offices. We will view the video, Scared Straight. If we have time, we will conduct a mock 



trial and other role-playing games related to our study. Students will be recording their thoughts, 
observations and experiences in a class journal. 
 
Before You Sign Up, Mak e Sure You KnowÉ  
That this class is for 3rd and 4th years only and that this class will require you to exercise self-control 
and best behavior on field trips to court and jail. If you have questions before you sign up, please talk 
to Rachel or Mig. 
Magical Mosaic 

Rachel Galper  

Week  1  

Location 
CFS and Community Garden 
 
Costs 
$10-15 

Brief Description of  Course 
Mosaic is one of those mystical and ancient arts in which broken or cut pieces of objects can be 
remade into something even more beautiful than the original. We will explore this process and some 
of its mixed media applications, past and present. Students will create both two- and three-
dimensional work and participate in a fun community mosaic project as well. 
 
By the End of  This Class You Wi l l  Know. . . 

• The origins and history of mosaic 
• Current innovations in the artform 
• How to cut and smash glass and ceramic tile 
• How to glue, paste, and grout glass and tile indoors and outside 
• How to incorporate design and visual elements and found objects into your work 

 
Activi ties During the Week  
During this week-long mosaic Exploratorium we will complete at least two personal projects:  1) a 
trivet, plate, or frame and 2) a three dimensional piece (vase, found object, mask, bowl, bird bath,…).  
We will also help design and work on an exciting community mixed media mural or bird bath.  
 
Before You Sign Up, Mak e Sure You KnowÉ  
Bring a patient, creative, and open mind, a smock, safety glasses, and any treasures you wish to mosaic 
or incorporate in your work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pay it  Fo r ward :  D own t he Road , A round  

t he Wor ld  

T oni Wil l iamson 

Week  1  

Location 
CFS and the neighborhood 
 
Costs 
$25.00 

Brief Description of  Course 
This course will explore ways to give and reasons why we give service to others.  Students will be 
involved in the planning of service projects, studying of different cultures where our efforts will be 
focused, and the creating a community project to complete by the week’s end.  This course will focus 
on figuring out ways to help people and their communities. 
 
By the End of  This Class You Wi l l  Know. . . 

• How to identify reasons why we give service 
• Cultural information about the communities that we choose to help 
• How to design strategies for implementing your own service project 

 
Activi ties During the Week 
We will begin the week by studying different successful “Pay it Forward” and service projects.  
Students will begin planning their own service project to implement on the last day of the week.  
Students will then be introduced to our community service project and prepped for an overnight  
trip.  The third and fourth day of the Exploratorium will be spent in  Reidsville, NC at Betsy-Jeff Penn 
4-H Educational Center where we will do service work for them as they prepare for their summer 
camp season.  On the last day of the Exploratorium students will carry out the project that they 
planned earlier in the week.   
 
Before You Sign Up, Mak e Sure You KnowÉ  
Service sometimes involves doing work that may be hard and unpleasant, so be prepared to get 
“down and dirty” in this Exploratorium.  
There is one overnight trip planned for the night of May 23. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shar ing t he Gif t  o f  Read ing Ð  

Service wit h Yo unger  Child ren 

Nancy Parsif al  

Week  1  

Location 
CFS & Forest View School 
 
Costs 
None 

Brief Description of  Course 
We will have the opportunity to offer service to younger children in Kindergarten and First grade 
who need help with their reading and basic skills. Students will practice the basics of phonics and 
reading skills. We will then take what we have learned to Forest View and spend mornings working 
with and reading to the children. In the afternoon we will create projects to share with the kids. 
 
By the End of  This Class You Wi l l  Know. . . 

• Some basic terminology 
• Some basic phonetic and reading skills 
• How to help younger students read 

 
Activi ties During the Week  
We will learn and practice some basic reading skills.  We will also create projects to help make 
reading fun for the struggling younger students. We will then take what we learn and work with 
elementary students at Forest View. 
 
Before You Sign Up, Mak e Sure You KnowÉ  
Students will bring their own snack and lunch each day, as well as a water bottle. Wear comfortable 
but suitable clothes to wear in public as you are representing the school. No flip flops. Bring 
enthusiasm and a willingness to serve others.  
 

 
 
Smok ies: H ik ing &  Poet r y  

Henry Walker  

Week  1  

Location 
Walker Cabin, Gatlinburg, TN 
 
Costs 
$150 

Brief Description of  Course 
We will leave CFS about 9:00 a.m. Monday, May 21, and return by 3:00 p.m. Friday, May 25.  On the 
way to Tennessee we will visit Cherokee, NC, and explore Native American traditions.  Expect an 11-
mile hike up and down Mt. LeConte, a lot of writing and sharing, a lot of learning about the Smokies-
-the science and the history. 
 
By the End of  This Class You Wi l l  Know. . . 

• A bit of the geology, botany, zoology, and history of the Smokies 
• How to write effectively about experiences in nature 

 
Activi ties During the Week  



A long drive up to Gatlinburg and back from there, visit to either Cherokee Museum or Occonaluftee 
Living Indian Village, an 11 mile hike up and down Mt. LeConte, fourth highest peak east of the 
Rockies, writing and hiking every day, an hour silent time each day for writing, playing in the creek, 
reading, napping. . ., playing "Bear" most evenings, sharing your writing every day in the Smokies 
 
Before You Sign Up, Mak e Sure You KnowÉ  
Open only by application.  This Exploratorium is filled. Check for $150 made out to CFS. 
 


